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Myopia, a sermon in response to Mark 10:35-45 and Job 38:1-7, 34-41, by Rev. Scot McCachren at the First 
Presbyterian Church of East Hampton, October 21, 2018. (Originally formatted to assist oral presentation, 
including irregular punctuation.) 
 
I used to be forced to watch a video – it was on a repeating loop and would play over and over and over again – in 
the waiting room at my eye doctor in New Jersey. I guess I didn’t have to actually watch it – I could look away – 
but I at least had to hear it. The video gave details – clinical yet graphic details – about all the things that can go 
wrong with your eyes and how the doctor can help you with it… With detailed, realistic, illustrations that could 
make you squirm in your seat… Cataracts… Glaucoma… Macular Degeneration… Astigmatism… HyperOPia (or 
farsightedness)… and… of course… Myopia (nearsightedness). +++ At least twice over the years, I asked the 
receptionist, “Doesn’t it drive you crazy to hear that playing over and over… all day long… every day?” She said 
she didn’t even notice it anymore. +++ +++ I was reminded of that video this week as I thought about our gospel 
reading – about James and John and how they asked Jesus if they could sit with him in his glory – one at his right 
hand and the other at his left. +++ Specifically, I was reminded about the section of the video on Myopia – 
Nearsightedness. In the video, first there was a clinical illustration of the shape of the lens, which causes Myopia. 
Then, it gave examples of how it affects your vision – looking out a window: the interior of the room and the 
window itself are clear but the scene outside the window is blurry – maybe that’s a tree – can’t tell for sure. – 
Finally, of course, a giant pair of glasses magically slides across the image and everything becomes crystal clear – 
yes – it was a tree, and look there are little leafs all over it:: The message is, “There’s a solution for your myopia – 
your shortsightedness – and we have that solution for you – here, in this office.” +++ Myopia… no matter what 
direction you look – no matter what you try to focus on – the only things that come in clearly for you are the ones 
right in front of your nose. Everything else sort of blurs out of focus. +++ +++ … It’s easy to see why the word 
“Myopia” – and it’s synonym “nearsighted” – has also come to mean “lacking a complete understanding – 
foresight – or intellectual insight.” +++ When we fail to see the whole picture – to understand what’s really going 
on around us – its meaning – its subtleties – its importance;; – and when we react (in fact, usually OVERreact) just 
to what’s happening on the surface –:: we are being MYOPTIC – Shortsighted. 
+++++++++++++++++++ 
If there is anyone in Jesus’ entourage that we can describe as myoptic – it’s James and John. In fact, when Jesus 
first appointed the 12 Apostles – he had given these brothers the name “Boanerges,” which means “Sons of 
Thunder.” And the name fits them – as they often react before really thinking things through. Remember, we 
recently talked about one of the apostles trying to stop a man from casting out demons because he wasn’t following 
them??:: That was John. In another gospel, James and John actually suggest calling fire down from heaven to 
consume a Samaritan village, just because it refused to give Jesus a place to lodge for the night. (You won’t be 
surprised that Jesus rebukes them pretty harshly for coming up with that bright idea.) +++ And every time, they 
think they are doing a good thing – they think they are showing loyalty – or devotion – or faith. They think they 
are being like Jesus. +++ So, when he challenges them on it – like in today’s reading when he asks if they are 
REALLY able to drink the cup he’s about to be served, they are quick to reply:: “””We are able!!””” (And they 
really think they are.) But Jesus correctly responds,  “You don’t even know what you are asking.” +++ Myopia 
+++ They only see what’s right before them – no subtext – no deeper meaning. If Christ is headed towards “glory”:: 
“Hey, glory sounds good to me. I want some of that. Sounds like respect. Sounds like power.” So they ask Jesus if 
they can be right there with him – front and center – when the time comes. +++ But their timing couldn’t have 
been worse. In the past two verses, Jesus has just told them exactly what kind of “glory” he is facing – being 
handed over to his enemies, who will condemn him to death. He will be mocked, spit upon, flogged, and killed – 
and only then – after all that – will he be resurrected. +++ But they are so focused on the little bit they can see and 
understand – they think that’s a good time to ask him for a favor. +++ When you think about what’s going to 
happen to Jesus in just another week or two – in Jerusalem – it’s almost comical that James and John so gung-ho to 
be part of it – especially since we know that they are going to disappear when push comes to shove. +++ They are 
so myopic that you almost expect that giant pair of glasses to magically slide across the image so that everything 
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will become crystal clear – but it’s not time for that – not yet. That won’t happen until Pentecost – and the arrival of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Now – to be fair – the Boanerges – these Sons of Thunder, James and John – they don’t get everything wrong. In 
her commentary on this passage, Debie Thomas reminds us of some things they get right:: “FIRST, the two 
brothers place their full faith in the right person. Undaunted by Jesus’ gloomy predictions of suffering and death, 
they cling to the belief that Jesus will prevail in the end… They trust him – his word, his love, his power, his 
leadership, his mission. … SECOND,” Thomas argues, “they are ambitious for the reign of God. They [fully] 
expect and want Jesus to be glorified; they expect and want the world’s wrongs to be righted…  THIRD, they ask. 
They approach Jesus boldly, and make their request with hearts full of confidence. Is the request tacky? Yes. Is it 
borne of ignorance and [shortsightedness]…? Yes. Are some of the motives behind the request selfish? Yes. +++ 
And yet. +++ THEY ASK. They engage in real relationship with Jesus, and express an authentic desire to remain 
close to him.” +++ +++ James and John take their request to the Lord and ask him what he thinks about it. 
+++ So… before we get too critical – we should put our own glasses on and look at ourselves clearly. Do we put 
our full faith in Jesus Christ? Are we ambitious for the reign of God – to do whatever it takes to bring justice where 
there is none and fight oppression of the poor? Do we approach Christ boldly and authentically with our hopes, our 
fears, and our desires? 
 
So – The problem isn’t that James and John were bold enough to ask – it was what they wanted. They want a share 
of Christ’s glory – and they envision that will mean having some kind of power. +++ That’s what they want. They 
want to be important. +++ And that’s exactly why Christ says they don’t know what they are asking. +++ The 
difference between them and Jesus is clear just by what they say and how he responds.:: “Teacher, we want YOU to 
do for US whatever we ask of you.” And Jesus’ response??:: “What is it YOU want ME to do for YOU?” +++ They 
think glory comes as a reward – but Jesus knows it comes from service. Not “What can you do for me?”  BUT 
“What can I do for you?” +++ +++ So Jesus explains it to them::: – Gentile rulers lord it over their subjects – they 
are tyrants. But you cannot lead that way – not in my name. “Whoever wishes to become great among you must 
be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve.” +++ 
 
YES, as the Son of God, Jesus Christ is eternally powerful and eternally glorified. But he challenges us to see 
beyond that obvious truth. The gospel gives us lenses for our myopia – our nearsightedness – lenses to see that out 
of his great power, Christ SERVED every person he met. He taught them… – he healed them …– he comforted 
them… – he fed them… – he drove demons from them… – and he died for them… +++ Christ’s glory is in giving 
– it’s about sacrifice. The path to Christ’s glory is the cross – and his defeat of death forever. +++ That’s what he’s 
trying to tell James and John – and it’s what the gospel tells us. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Our Old Testament reading brings a similar message. Last week, we read Job’s bitter complaint to God about the 
Lord’s apparent indifference to the suffering of the righteous – and particularly his own. Today, we hear God’s 
response – and it brings some things into focus for Job – and for us. +++ Finally, after quietly listening to Job and 
his friends debate for about 30 chapters about human suffering and what it tells us about God’s nature, the Lord’s 
opening question gives a sudden dose of reality:: “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?” 
+++ Sound familiar? I think it’s a lot like Jesus telling James and John, “You do not [even] know what you are 
asking.” … “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?” … And then we are confronted by the 
mighty works of the God of Creation:: “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?” +++ It’s easy to 
read this passage as saying: ““How can you dare to question the righteousness of Omnipotent God ?”” – But that 
reading would be myopic – it would be nearsighted – and only further alienate God from the reality of our 
suffering. It would be like James and John seeing the potential for personal glory in Christ’s power – and failing to 
understand how he uses it. +++ You see, the voice from the whirlwind reminds Job – and us – that the Creator God 
is intimately involved in every nuance of creation in ways we will never understand… The stars weren’t just 
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created – they “sing together” and make the heavenly beings shout for joy!... The rain is to provide us water… The 
lightning is not an arbitrary flash but a warm greeting to us from the heavens, saying “Here we are!” … God gives 
us wisdom with the same generous hand that provides food and shelter for wild animals. +++ YES, like Christ, the 
Creator God is eternally powerful – but is also eternally engaged with us – engaged with all creation:: engaged 
with life and with death,+++ engaged with hunger and with satisfaction,+++ engaged with the hunter and with the 
prey, +++ and engaged with our joy and our suffering. All things are according to God’s vast – and loving – 
hand. +++ Job learns that he is has been asking the wrong question:: instead of, “Why do I and other good people 
suffer?” the question becomes, “How may I find peace with God in the midst of my suffering?” 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
In our 21st century lives, I think we all suffer from the kind of myopia we see in James and John – and in Job. +++ 
We are often quick to judge, quick to react. +++ We interrupt each other constantly because our longing to be heard 
is greater than our desire to listen and understand. +++ We focus on what’s right in front of us – on things that 
affect us directly – and everything in the distance – things that connect us to other people – opportunities to serve 
them – those things often tend to blur. +++ +++ On a larger scale, as willing participants in a polarized culture, our 
dialogue is too often reduced to familiar well-rehearsed sound bites:: This one is good – that one is bad – for all the 
same reasons we’ve heard over and over again until we can all recite it in our sleep. It’s a simple – lazy – 
meaningless – myopic – kind of dialogue… And we eat it up. +++ Anything that’s not right in front of our faces – 
that we don’t already see – gets fuzzy and blurs into the noisy background. +++ But the GOOD NEWS is:: Christ 
has a lens for us to make everything clear – to help us retrain our focus away from ourselves.::: “Whoever wishes 
to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 
For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” +++ +++ Like 
Christ – let us see everyone clearly – see them as worthy of our loving service. +++ And, like our Almighty Creator 
– let us always be engaged with everything around us – protecting the Lord’s creation,… feeding,… watering,… 
comforting,… and serving. +++ because… THAT is the way of our Lord… and that is the path to sharing in his 
eternal glory. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


