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Reversal of Fortune, a sermon in response to Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22; and Mark 10:46-52 by Rev. 
Scot McCachren at the First Presbyterian Church of East Hampton, October 28, 2018. (Originally formatted to assist 
oral presentation, including irregular punctuation.) 
 
“What do you want me to do for you?” That’s what Jesus asks Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, along the roadside as 
Christ is leaving Jericho. +++ “What do you want me to do for you?” +++ It’s the same question he had asked James 
and John – those unpredictable apostles – the “Sons of Thunder” – just a few verses earlier. +++ “What do you want 
me to do for you?” +++ +++ I try to imagine what that day must have been like for Bartimaeus – a blind beggar 
sitting by the roadside, with no reason to hope that anything would ever change for him again. From his response to 
Jesus’ question, we know that Bartimaeus had not always been blind – “My teacher, let me see again.” … Who 
knows what his life had been like before, or how he had become blind, but I imagine that with no loved ones around 
to help, this Reversal of Fortune – the loss of his eyesight – had caused his life to spiral out of control. With no way 
to earn a living or even feed himself, the only thing left for Bartimaeus to do was sit by the side of the road and beg 
for alms… and bread. … Baking in the sun and jostled by an indifferent crowd during the day – and shivering alone 
at night – the only possession he had left was his cloak… … But – Bartimaeus has been listening closely to 
everything that goes on around him – to the things people say. He has heard murmurings recently about this traveling 
teacher – the one some say is the messiah – Jesus of Nazareth – the heir of David’s throne. +++ In fact, he hasn’t just 
heard it – he believes it. Somehow, before Christ ever even came to Jericho that day – Bartimaeus believes in him. 
+++ +++ Today, the crowd seems larger than usual – there’s more energy in the air – excitement – so the blind man 
listens closely to know what’s going on… That’s when he hears someone say that Jesus is here – now – somewhere 
in this crowd – and he starts waving his arms and crying out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me”!!! +++ But 
the crowd turns on him, telling him to be quiet – they think Bartimaeus might ruin the moment for them – that Jesus 
might be offended by such a lowly beggar calling his name. – They think Jesus has better things to do – just as the 
disciples had thought when the children had come. +++ But, there’s nothing calculated about Bartimaeus’s cry. He’s 
not looking for power – or wealth. He’s holding nothing back – risking everything. +++ In fact, you could say that he 
reaches out to Jesus just like a child – knowing only that he is suffering – knowing only that God’s mercy is his only 
hope – knowing only that he needs Christ to take him into his arms… and bless him. +++ +++ When Jesus calls to 
him, Bartimaeus throws off his last possession and comes forward… And Christ asks him just one question – and it’s 
not, “Why are you wasting my time?” or, “Are you righteous enough to be saved?” … Jesus’ one question???… +++ 
… “What do you want me to do for you?” +++ Truly, the least of these:: – humbly served by the one and only Son 
of God. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
For 4 weeks now, we’ve studied the 10th chapter of Mark together – less than one full page in your Bible – and the 
book of Job. It’s been a journey of Reversals in Fortune – some happy, some not – ... about how we respond to them 
– … and what they teach us about our God. +++ FIRST, we faced undeserved suffering and asked with Job – 
“”Whose fault is this?”” trying to keep our hands clean like the disciples when the children came… Don’t blame me 
– it’s Not My Circus – Not My Monkeys… Where IS God in the midst of our suffering?”” And we learned that’s 
exactly where God is:: … with us… in the midst of our suffering. +++ The SECOND week, the rich man went away 
grieving when he learned he couldn’t have his cake and eat it, too, and Job cried out his grievances against God. +++ 
As we owned our own suffering… and spoke our truth – laying it all out there in Psalms of Lament. … We came to 
Christ as the children came – knowing only that we need him, with faith that the Holy Spirit will give us new 
direction… and bring us peace. +++ LAST week, in their respective readings, Job, James, and John were each told by 
their Lord that they spoke too hastily – without understanding the nature of God. And with them, we got lenses to 
correct our Myopia – our nearsightedness – that obscures our Creator’s eternal wisdom from us, wisdom that 
incorporates even our deepest thoughts and suffering – and demonstrates the engaged yet unfathomable love 
permeating the very nature of our God. +++ And TODAY, we encounter Bartimaeus, whose Reversal of Fortune 
invites us to look back at the parade of reversals – all bearing witness to the truth Christ repeats over and over, hoping 
the disciples (and we) will finally get it:: “”Those who are first will be last, and the last will be first. For the Son of 
Man came not to be served, but to serve.”  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Reversals of Fortune… None are more telling than the contrast between the rich man and today’s blind beggar… 
First of all, did you notice that the rich man is only referred to in the text as “a man”:: “”As [Jesus] was setting out on 
a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him…” But our blind beggar is honored not only with a name, but also a 
family history: He is Bartimaeus son of Timaeus. +++ Also, though the rich man believes in Christ, he is unwilling to 
put everything on the line – unwilling to give up his worldly success and greatness – and ultimately walks away in 
grief. In just a few lines, he goes from an optimistic operator trying to pull all the right strings – to a man lost in his 
own regret. +++ Bartimaeus, on the other hand, has nothing but an old cloak – and leaves even that sole possession 
behind without a second thought when Jesus calls him to come and follow. And so, in his few lines he moves from 
blind, lonely, beggar on the street to a seeing – saved – member of the Christ’s community of disciples. The first will 
be last – the last will be first. +++ Reversals of Fortune. 
 
And there are others… The children are held back from Jesus – as though they were not worth his time – until he 
says that it is “such as these that the kingdom of God belongs,” and he welcomes them to his embrace. +++ +++ 
James and John, on the other hand, fancy themselves ready for a promotion – ready to sit on Christ’s right and left 
hand in glory – only to be taken down a few pegs when Jesus tells them that glory comes in serving – not in being 
served. +++ Reversals of Fortune. +++ +++ When we are not perfect – Christ is – and he shows us how to follow 
him in ways we don’t expect. +++ He teaches and directs us, he loves us, and he forgives us. +++ He changes our 
lives – sometimes in uncomfortable ways. +++ Material success – riches – power – these are all irrelevant to the 
blessings of the Lord – as my friend Jane Talmage reminds me:: such things as success, riches, and power are a 
matter of luck – like Las Vegas: but through faith we are truly BLESSED – blessed with lives full of God’s 
abundant love and mercy. 
 
That’s what the Psalmist is telling us this morning. There is no guarantee that life will be easy for the People of God – 
but when we turn to the Lord, we will find refuge.:: “”I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from 
all my fears… This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord… Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord rescues them from them all. He keeps all their bones; not one of them will be broken… The Lord redeems the 
lives of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.” 
 
And Job’s former life is restored – his lands – his wealth – his flocks – and his family. Another reversal of fortune. 
+++ Job has grown – he has learned. No longer does he ask for an explanation from God about divine justice – about 
why the righteous suffer – or by what formula a person can find redemption. +++ These things are beyond our 
understanding – and not under our control. Job learns it is enough to trust – and to rest – in the eternal wisdom of his 
Creator. +++ But one thing is clear:: the God of Israel,… the Father of Jesus Christ,… is a God of compassion 
whose desire for us is peace… and joy. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
And so – this morning – Jesus Christ is asking you:: “What do you want me to do for you?” +++ What will your 
answer be? +++ Will you look for personal glory like James and John – or a way to be only partly committed, like the 
rich man? Will you ask Christ to restrict who can come into his presence – like those who tried to prevent Bartimaeus 
and the children from coming to him? +++ As Christians – in our enthusiasm and self-righteousness do we fancy 
ourselves to be the gatekeepers to Christ – deciding who is worthy – whose lifestyle is unacceptable – who isn’t a 
real believer?? +++ If there’s one thing we’ve learned:: it’s that Jesus Christ will not be controlled by our pettiness.  
 
After this encounter in Jericho – when Christ proclaims that the Son of Man came to serve – not to be served – the 
next thing we see is Jesus entering Jerusalem to waving PALM branches and shouts of “Hosanna.”::: – Jerusalem – 
where his cross awaits – and where he will be glorified. +++ But first – he stops to ask you that question:: “What do 
you want me to do for you?” +++ Will you ask to serve – or to BE served? +++ Will you throw your only cloak to 
the side of the road and follow him – or hold tight to what you have – afraid to let go – afraid to give him control of 
your life? +++ The GOOD NEWS is – everything Christ does – it is to serve YOU – and it is to save YOU. +++ So, 
think about your answer – either way, you’ll have a Reversal of Fortune – and your life will never be the same again. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


