
The Rev. Alexander Salmond 
Renton, who was the 17th pastor of 
the East Hampton Presbyterian 
Church, died on April 26 at the senior 
citizens health center of the Presby
terian Asbury Towers in Bradenton, 
Fla. Reverend Renton, who was 89, 
had had cancer for several months, 
said Elizabeth Renton, his wife of 
nearly 65 years. 

"We talked about this before he 
died, and I told him he'd done so 
much to help others that he passed 
the test," Mrs. Renton said. "Now he 
has graduated into glory." 

Mr. Renton was born on Nov. 25, 
1905, in Edinburgh, to Alex C. Ren
ton and the former Elizabeth 
Salmond. He graduated from the 
seminary of New College there, and 
was ordained on June 15, 1930. That 
same year, he married the former 
Elizabeth Oliver Sneddon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Renton left Scotland 
to serve as missionaries at a leper set
tlement in India. They returned 
about three years later to their native 
land, where Mr. Renton served as 
pa;1tor in Bells Hill ·and in Dunoon. 
Not long afterward, they moved to 
Verdun, near Montreal, where, under 
Mr. Renton's direction, a new church 
was constructed. 

"My husband said he would not 
leave the parish until the new build
ing was paid for," said Mrs. Renton. 
And he did not. 

--soon crrereaner, m I '9059, the Ren
tons came to the East Hampton Pres
byterian Church, where Mr. Renton 
was installed on May 1. During his 
tenure, he saw to modernizing this 
church, built a century earlier, as well. 
He also reduced its indebtedness 
overseeing the burning of its $70,ooO 
mortgage in October 1968, along with 
a bond that financed the improve
ments. 

A fund drive from 1 %0 to 1966 
yielded an additional $200,000, 
including a change in the front of the 
building to a single spire from its orig
inal pair of towers. The sanctuary also 
was restored, a new organ installed, 
and a heating system, communion 
table, pulpit, and lectern purchased. 

"He was a very great man," said 
Margaret Sutherland of Wilmington, 
Del., a friend who spent summers in 
East Hampton. "His greatest gift was 
helping other people." 

After Mr. Renton retired from full
time pastoral duties on Nov. 24, 1972, 
he moved part time to Springs, where 
he built a house, and spent the rest 
of the year in Key Coral, Fla. During 
those years, he conducted services 
periodically at the Presbyterian 
Church in Greenport and at the 
Burnt Store Presbyterian Church in 
Punta Gorda, near Fort Myers, Fla. 

About two years ago, the couple 
moved to the Presbyterian Asbury 
Towers in Bradenton, where both 
Mr. and Mrs. Renton became certi
fied hospice caregivers. 

"He was a real church man," said 
Mrs. Renton. 

Besides his wife, Mr. Renton 
leaves two sons, Lex Renton of 
Oshawa, Ontario, Canada, and Ian 
Renton of Tampa, Fla. Also surviv
ing are five grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. A sister and a 
brother predeceased him in Scotland. 

Mr. Renton was cremated. A 
memorial service will be held on Sat
urday at 2 p.m. at the Chapel of the 
Presbyterian Asbury Towers in 
Bradenton, the Rev. John Stumpf of 
Naples officiating, assisted by the 
Rev. Herbert Loomis of the Towers 
a good friend of the couple's. ' 

The family has suggested memor
ial contributions to Hospice of South
west Florida, 406 43rd Street West, 
Bradenton, Fla. 34209. S.R. 


