
WELCOME  
 

  
 

Whether today is your first time worshipping with us or you are from one of our founding families, we 
are glad you are here! The First Presbyterian Church of East Hampton is an affirming and welcoming 

community, always looking for new ways to embody Jesus’ call to love God and our neighbors 
in this community and throughout the world. We’d love for you to be part of our future,  

continuing Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry of building God’s Kingdom. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sharing the Light of Christ for 370 Years 
 

  
 

Please Come Again 
 

 Sunday Worship is always at 10:00. We celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
 on the first Sunday of each month. 
 

 Sunday School gathers after the Children’s Message, so children age 3 
– grade 5 join us for the beginning of each worship service.  

 

 Youth Group (grades 6-12) meets most Sunday evenings at 5:00  
 during the school year. Ask Pastor Scot for more information. 
 

PARTICIPATING: The Rev. Scot McCachren, Pastor; Jane Hastay, Music Director; Fran and Rick 
Chapman, Debbie Mansir, and Brittany MacVittie, wreath lighting; Gabrielle Miller and Rachel Overton, 
lay readers; Stella Brecker, Nicholas and Henry Cooper, soloists; Pember Edwards and Nicholas Cooper, 
bells; Ada Rovatti, saxophone; Kailey Anderson, Brighton Lys, Julianna Lester, and Becky Lester, ushers. 

 

FLOWERS on the communion table and two pedestals are given to the glory of God and in memory of 
Harriet & John Boettger, remembering Christmases past with love from your daughter. 
 

Poinsettias today are offered to the glory of God and are in memory or honor of those notated on the 
insert in this bulletin. 
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W e  G a th e r  i n  th e  D a r k n e s s  

 

Chimes and Processional 
 

Welcome 
G o d  P r o m is e s  L i g h t  

 

Prelude  Harmony of the Angels Johann Friedrich Burgmüler 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle             Fran and Rick Chapman, Debbie Mansir, and Brittany MacVittie 
 Response: Hymn 9         O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs 1)                     

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel; 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

*Call to Worship – The Light Looked Down from Heaven 
       Pastor:  Light looked down and saw darkness. 

People:  “I WILL GO THERE,” SAID LIGHT. 
Pastor:  Peace looked down and saw war. 
People:  “I WILL GO THERE,” SAID PEACE. 
Pastor:  Love looked down and saw hatred. 
People:  “I WILL GO THERE,” SAID LOVE. 
Pastor:  So the Lord of Light, the Prince of Peace, the King of Love 
People:  CAME DOWN AND CREPT IN BESIDE US. 

 

*Opening Prayer  (Robert Louis Stevenson) 
 

T h e  T r u e  L i g h t  I s  B o r n  Am on g  U s  
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-7 – Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 
 

*Christmas Carol                           What Child Is This  (vs 1,3)                                               Greensleeves 
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings, Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:8-16 – The shepherds visit Jesus in the manger 
 

Musical Interlude    On This Day Earth Shall Ring                                   arr. Gustav Holst 
 

Tithes and Offerings – Visitor and Prayer Cards may also be placed in the collection boxes 
 

Bells Offertory Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming    Arr. Douglas E. Wagner 
 

*Doxology (Hymn 592)        Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Old Hundredth 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

* Lighting of the Candles          (Please tip unlit candle to receive the flame from the lighted candle.) 
 

* Carol Medley (1st verses)  
               The First Nowell 
  The first Nowell the angel did say Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
  In fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel. 
 

     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
  Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King.  
  Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 
  Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
  With th'angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
  Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!" 
 

         Silent Night, Holy Night 
  Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
  Round yon virgin mother and Child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
  Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.  
 

W e Ca r r y  t h e  L i g h t  i n t o  th e  W o r ld  
* Closing Prayer 
 

* The Candles are Extinguished                               (When you leave, please place candles in baskets at the doors.) 
 

* Carol                                   Joy to the World!  (vs 1, 4) 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, and wonders, and wonders of His love                

 

*Benediction and Response (Hymn 585)  Amen McNeil Robinson II 
 

Postlude  

 

“Cloth for the Cradle” is taken from Cloth for the Cradle: Worship Resources and Reading for Advent, Christmas & Epiphany. Copyright 
1997 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., exclusive North American Distributor. 



T h e  L i g h t  i s  Re f l e c t ed  
Litany for the Holy Child                    (based on The Book of God by Walter Wangerin) 
 

Mary and Joseph were married while the child God had promised them began to grow in her womb. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

Caesar decreed that all the people go back to the city of their birth in order to be enrolled and taxed.  
Is the baby ok? 
 

Mary rode slowly toward Bethlehem, exhausted by the travel. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

Joseph led the donkey over rough, stony roads, struggling to keep his wife comfortable on the difficult 
trip. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

Mary and Joseph came through the city gates at dusk. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

Her weary face was moist from exertion. “It’s time, Joseph,” Mary said. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

Fighting panic, Joseph lifted the wooden bar of a gate leading to a cave. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

He drew the donkey in and moved toward several food troughs carved into the stone at the back. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

Joseph kicked together a huge pile of clean straw as an exhausted Mary slowly started to slide off the 
donkey. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

Joseph caught his wife and gently laid her on the straw. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

Suddenly with a tiny sound, then another growing louder, Mary’s baby was born in the straw. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

The baby kicked and wrinkled his face and began to cry. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

Mary opened small strips of cloth and began to wrap them around her baby. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

The strips were tight enough to assure the baby that he was still held secure, loose enough to allow him 
to live and breathe on his own. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

Mary and Joseph smiled at each other, their faces full of relief and delight. 
Is the baby ok? 
 

Yes, the baby is more than ok. The baby is Jesus. 
Thanks be to God! 

Cloth for the Cradle 
 

 Chorus: Cloth for the cradle, cradle for the child, 
   The child for your every joy and sorrow; 
   Find him a shawl that’s woven by us all 
   O welcome the Lord of each tomorrow. 
 

Darkness and light and all that’s known by sight,  
Silence and echo fading, 
Weave into one a welcome for the Son,  
Set earth its own maker serenading.  Chorus 

 

Hungry and poor, the sick and the unsure,  
Wealthy whose needs are stranger, 
Weave into one a welcome for the Son,  
Leave excess and want beneath the manger. Chorus 

 

Claimant and queen, wage earners in between, 
Trader and traveling preacher, 
Weave into one a welcome for the Son, 
Whose word brings new life to every creature. Chorus 

 

Wrinkled or fair, carefree or full of care, 
Searchers of all the ages, 
Weave into one a welcome for the Son, 
The savior of shepherds and of sages.  Chorus 

 

Musical Blessings from the Youth Choir 
 

 Stay Awake             Christopher Walker 
Stay awake, be ready; you do not know the hour when the Lord is coming. 

Stay awake, be ready; the Lord is coming soon. 
Alleluia, alleluia, the Lord is coming soon. 

 

 The Little Drummer Boy               Katherine Kennicott Davis 
Come, they told me, a newborn King to see.  

Our finest gifts we bring to lay before the king, so to honor him when we come 
 

Little baby, I am a poor boy too. I have no gift to bring that’s fit to give our king. 
Shall I play for you on my drum? 

 

Mary nodded. The ox and lamb kept time. I played my drum for Him. I played my best for him. 
Then he smiled at me; me and my drum. 

 

 Born on Christmas Day         Keith Andes, Peabo Bryson & Robbie Buchanan 
This is the story of the pow’r and the glory. Three wise men came to pray; a guiding star had led the way.  

There He lay, born on Christmas day 
Oh Christ was born, born on Christmas day. 
The Lord is born, born on Christmas day. 
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