
 1 

Time and the Righteous Branch, a sermon in response to Luke 21:25-36, Jeremiah 33:14-16, and 1 
Thessalonians 3:9-13, by Rev. Scot McCachren at the First Presbyterian Church of East Hampton, December 2, 
2018. (Originally formatted to assist oral presentation, including irregular punctuation.) 
 
… at first there is nothing but the diminishing rumble of what came before – seamlessly enduring, yet 
transitioning,… into what comes next. Then slowly you become aware that a clock is ticking – …it faded in so 
subtly – so slowly – you didn’t even notice it at first – but yes, there it is – it’s a ticking clock… When you do 
notice it – you realize that the thing you’ve been waiting for is already happening – that “Time” …is already 
passing… Time has always been passing… +++ And so, you think, you’re ready this time around, unlike so 
many times before – now you know what to expect – you won’t be caught off guard again. +++ But – when 
those alarms go off – that cacophony of bells, gongs, chimes, buzzers, and clangs – you are still jolted – you still 
feel assaulted – woken up! +++ As prepared as you think you are… you are never really prepared. It’s new – 
every – single – time. +++ And then… the ticking continues – ushering you on … to what comes next. +++ +++ 
So begins “TIME” – the third track on Pink Floyd’s groundbreaking album “The Dark Side of the Moon.” +++ 
Roger Waters’s lyrics are haunting – they tell how so much TIME passes in our lives without a sense of purpose 
– without urgency or fulfillment – like we are always WAITING for something. +++ “Meaning” is something 
that might have been in the past – or it might wait for us in the future – but it’s not something we have right 
now. Eventually, we think, – maybe – somehow – someone will pull it all together for us. Here are a few lines 
from the song:: “”Ticking away the moments that make up a dull day, fritter and waste the hours in an offhand 
way, kicking around on a piece of ground in your home town – waiting – for someone or something to show you 
the way…”” And then, one day, we realize, “the time is gone, the song is over, Thought I’d something more to 
say.” +++ The song laments that a dependence on the past – and a lethargic hope that the future will somehow 
turn out to be better – that these steal the loaded potential from… each… moment as it passes silently through 
our present. 
 
In some ways, I think Waters is describing our experience of Advent. +++ This is a time when the one thing we 
don’t seem to have enough of is – well – TIME! There’s so much decorating to be done – and shopping – and 
baking – and wrapping – and on and on and on… It’s a good thing we’re just “PREPARING” for Jesus these 
next few weeks, isn’t it?  “Preparing” doesn’t take much time on the calendar – it’s still almost a month before 
Christ actually arrives for us – THEN we’ll be ready to devote… a whole… evening … to him. +++ +++ 
During Advent, it seems we are always looking back or looking ahead:: looking back into the Old Testament at 
the deep and hungry anticipation for the coming Messiah – looking back also into Bethlehem, to a night when 
God did something wonderful by giving us a child who would grow to walk among us – and save us. +++ Or, we 
are looking AHEAD, to the future – anticipating Christmas, when we celebrate the arrival of the Messiah – and 
looking further ahead also, at what God will still do in history – at the promise of the Second Advent when this 
same Jesus – once that child, now our Eternal Lord and Savior – will return in a cloud for his final victory. +++ 
AND it is RIGHT for us to look back – and to look forward – as we prepare for Christ:: in fact our scripture 
readings this morning lead us to do so. +++ But what about today? +++ What do they tell us about Christ 
entering our lives today – not just anticipated, but here – with us – now?? +++ I’d like to take a short look at 
each of today’s readings to see what they have to tell us about that. 
+++++++++++++++++++++ 
The prophet Jeremiah writes from Judah at a time when the Northern Kingdom of Israel has already scattered 
like the wind, conquered by the Assyrians. Now, the Babylonians have virtually destroyed Jerusalem itself and 
most of its people are taken away into exile.  Jeremiah stays behind in Jerusalem for as long as he can, helping 
the few that remain there to rebuild their lives. There is little reason to be hopeful. He laments the loss of his 
beloved Jerusalem but he also looks ahead … with oracles that promise God’s continued faithfulness to God’s 
people. +++ Israel’s defeat is complete. God had promised that the line of David would never fail – but now the 
line of kings seems to have ended. +++ BUT – in today’s reading – Jeremiah foresees something new and 
wonderful arising in the future. “The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause A RIGHTEOUS 
BRANCH to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah 
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will be saved and Jerusalem will line in safety.” +++ +++ If the line of David had been a mighty oak tree – now 
that tree was fallen and seemed to be dead. But from the barren stump, a single Branch will rise. But it won’t 
remain just a branch, reliant on the tree that came before to feed and grow. This branch will take deep root – it 
will become a great tree in its own right – the greatest in the forest and the land will be blessed with justice and 
righteousness. +++ Jeremiah promises that The Messiah will rise from these ashes – and afterwards nothing will 
ever be the same again. 
++++++++++++++++ 
Our gospel reading is from the final chapters of Luke – during his final week in Jerusalem before his arrest. Jesus 
tells his disciples what will happen in the future – after he is taken from them. The passage is filled with 
apocalyptic imagery and warns them to “Be on guard,” “Be alert,” and to “Watch!” The nations will be confused 
– the seas will roar. +++ But the underlying message of all these dramatic events is a promise – that the 
Kingdom of God will never waver. Christ may soon seem defeated – like the fallen mighty oak of David – but 
he will return in a cloud to claim the world as his. 
++++++++++++++++++ 
In Paul’s Letter to the Thessalonians, he is concerned about the small church because of the persecutions that 
other groups have been subjected to. The passage is a good one for Advent because everything they do, Paul tells 
them, prepares them for “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.” Everything we do as followers of 
Christ is important – but not just for the future – Paul calls us to “abound in love for one another and for all” 
NOW – and he prays for us – that the Lord will strengthen our hearts in holiness.” +++ And YES, all of this 
prepares us for the return of Christ – but Paul consistently challenges his churches to live in the love of God 
NOW – to accept the grace of Christ NOW – and to share his selfless love among ourselves, and with the world 
– NOW. +++ There is an urgency in Paul – Christ is our past – and Christ is our future – but Christ is our 
present as well, and he continues to fill us with blessings.  THIS community…+++ THIS church… +++ THIS 
moment. 
+++++++++++++++++ 
There is continuity – a persistent unfolding of God’s plan through Christ… – From Jeremiah’s oracle of the 
Righteous Branch – ((a Messiah rising from the fallen tree of David)) – +++ through the birth and life of Christ 
hundreds of years later – +++ through the early churches, established by the Apostles +++ through the First 
Presbyterian Church of East Hampton this morning +++ through your heart – your commitment – your life in 
Christ +++ then through the reign of the Kingdom of God +++ through the return of Christ in the clouds. +++ 
A continuity. +++ The promise of God,… the grace of Christ – it doesn’t go away for a while and then return. 
+++ +++ Through this Advent season – yes – we prepare to celebrate the arrival of eternal God in our mortal 
history – ((the birth of Jesus Christ – the TIME of the RIGHTEOUS BRANCH.)) +++ But let us take heart, that 
he is always IN the world, as well:: and has been since Creation. +++ +++ So when you find yourself waiting 
instead of preparing your heart for the celebration – waiting instead of contemplating the importance of Jesus 
Christ in your life – when you find yourself checking your watch more than usual, rushing to get your shopping 
done, maybe having a little less patience with the long lines at the store... +++ Remember. It’s not just about the 
future – and it’s not just about the past… It’s about this moment – preparing – opening – watching – as Christ 
enters our world, and our hearts, TODAY and every day. +++ +++  +++ As the rumblings of a busy year 
diminish and begin to fade – enduring, yet seamlessly transitioning into what comes next…. LISTEN – and be 
aware that the clock is already ticking NOW – THIS moment counts, too!! … … When you do notice it – you 
realize that the one you’ve been waiting for is already here – … He has always been here … And this time – 
You are ready to receive him! +++ You are ready for what comes next. 
++++++++++++++ 
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen 


