
Minute for Mission – Cuba travelers – 2/10/19 
 

 I’m often asked – how many times have you been to Cuba? Honestly, I stopped 
counting. I can tell you that 2019 marks my 25th year of mission there and I’ve returned every 
year – ever faithful like Horton the elephant. A number of folks from this church have also 
made the journey and this year is no exception. Six of the 15 traveling next month represent 
this church. They include Zanetta Classens, Patti Wadzinski, Pastor Scot, Linda McCachren, 
Dennis D’Andrea and myself. Rob Stuart and Don Hammond, pastors of the Springs and 
Amagansett churches will also be part of the group. I don’t know if you’re aware but Rob will 
be 85 this May. We represent six Presbyterian churches and carry gifts from six others. That’s 
20% of the churches of the Presbytery of Long Island.  
 

 Cuba’s economy is effected by the whims of time. Right now, they’re suffering greatly 
because of U.S. policies and the collapse of Venezuela which had been a major benefactor, 
exchanging oil for doctors. Our policies are driving the Cubans into the arms of the Russians 
and Chinese.  
 

 Part of our mission is bringing things the people need. If you’d like to help and be part of 
this mission, this year we’re asking for new over-the-counter medicines like antiseptic cream, 
aspirin, Tylenol, Aleve, cold medicine, vitamins, band aides – basically whatever you might 
have in your medicine cabinet would be appropriate. Pill form is best because liquids weigh 
more and can open in your suitcase and make a mess. I speak from experience, envision pink 
Pepto Bismol coating everything in your bag. 
 

 Something else we’d like to bring this year is fabric for the church’s women’s group. If 
you have remnants, we’d love to take them. If you have notions you have no use for, we’d 
take them too.  
 

 It sounds like we’re a caravan of gypsies and peddlers carrying our wares. In a sense 
that’s what we are, taking the maximum of what we’re allowed in our suitcases and duffel 
bags. That’s what hostile governments do to one another’s people. Times are tough in Cuba; 
our foreign policy is working. There are shortages of food and medicine. There are frequent 
blackouts meaning there’s no electricity. Fuel oil is scarce for vehicles and the neglected 
infrastructure is falling down. The water flowing into Güines is unreliable. The people are 
suffering from the hard hearted/hard headed policies of both our countries. Who does it 
harm? Not the leaders but the average guy just trying to get along. The churches offer places 
of refuge to get away from the storm.  Mostly what we can give is a hug and a prayer. 
Sometimes that’s enough to help face another day. 
 

 We leave on Monday, March 11 and can accept donations through Sunday, March 10. 
Please help us. A collection basket will be located in the narthex. Remember, the love of Jesus 
Christ hasn’t been stopped by walls, oceans or laws, 2000 years of faith has proven that. Lastly, 
please pray for us and our mission. 
 

¡Que Dios te bendiga! May God bless you! Barbara D’Andrea 


