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"It's awesome," said the Rev. John Turner Ames 
with a grin this week, reflecting on his upcoming 
installation as the 19th pastor since 1649 of the First 
Presbyterian Church of East Hampton. 

Mr. Ames, who holds a doctorate from Duke Uni
versity in American church history, said he was 
drawn to East Hampton in part because "it is so 
deeply rooted in its past, more interested in geneal
ogy" than many communities. The church is among 
the country's first Puritan congregations, Southamp
ton's and Southold's being the oldest, he said. 

Affable, and circumspect in his observations, Mr. 
Ames traced the seeds of his career as a spiritual 
leader to his involvement in the American civil 
rights movement of the 1950s and '60s. He is a 
native of Hattiesburg, Miss., where his mother still 
lives, studied at Vanderbilt University in Memphis, 
Tenn., and graduated from the University of Mis
sissippi at Oxford in 1961. 

"This country is still happily diverse. Television 
has not made us homogeneous yet," said the min
ister whose career has criss-crossed the Mason
Dixon line more than once. He noted that East 
Enders have been commenting on his discernible 
southern drawl since his August arrival from Anchor
age, Ky., his last pulpit. 

Un-Homogenized 
Our diversity is evident "not only from our 

accents, but in regional mores as well," he said. 
"There was more openness and liberalism on 

campuses in the south in those years than we are 
aware," he said. Besides working to increase regis
tration among black voters, Mr. Ames said he was 
among the organizers of an American Civil Liber-

ties Union chapter on the Mississippi campus. 
He also recalled watching "many of the profes

sors, editors, and ministers lose their jobs - and 
move north." 

Mr. Ames received his professional training in the 
South as well, earning his bachelor's degree in divin
ity from the Union Theological Seminary in Rich
mond, Va. 

While a divinity student, he worked as an intern 
at the Fair Street Reformed Church in Kingston, 
N.Y., where he organized a bus brigade to partici
pate in the 1963 civil rights march oh Washington. 

"The march brought the civil rights movement to 
the north," said Mr. Ames, who was ordained in 
1965. 

Up From Kentucky 
The minister's first pulpit was the Bradley Hills 

Presbyterian Church in Bethesda, Md., where he 
served as associate pastor for three years. He and his 
wife, Gillian, an elementary-school teacher, were 
married in 1966, and the couple lived in North Car
olina from 1968 to 1972, while Mr. Ames earned his 
doctorate. 

He moved on to the Reed Memorial United Pres
byterian Church in Lyndhurst, NJ., for a little more 
than two years, before migrating south again, to 
Louisville, to head the staff of the historic Anchor
age Presbyterian Church. The parish, Mr. Ames 
said, "was established in 1799 when Daniel Boone 
was still alive. That's old," he said, "for settled Ken
tucky." 

Louisville also is the national headquarters of the 
Presbyterian Church, where Mr. Ames became 
involved in various committees. 
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With more than a quarter-century of pastoral 
experience behind him, Mr. Ames said he saw his 
challenge at the 400-member East Hampton church 
as the continuation of a "traditional Presbyterian 
ministry in an increasingly pluralistic and secular cul
ture." 

Not Of 'Christian Right' 
Characteristically, he recalled the slogan on a 

bumper sticker he used to display, which read, "The 
Moral Majority is Neither." 

"Today," he said, "the 'Christian right' is neither 
Christian - nor right." Rather, he added, it is a 
reflection of "disenchantment with the world the 
way it is - a simplistic fantasy. The good old days 
were never that good." 

"But there is a vitality to our faith," the minister 
asserted; "It is as relevant and significant to the 21st 
century as it was in the past. We can't depend on 
the support of our culture," he added. "We can't 1 

assume a Christian or even a religious culture around 
us, so we have to teach our children" about it. 

Hope Congregation Grows 
Mr. Ames said he was looking forward to partici

pating in local ecumenical and interfaith activities 
- and to expanding his congregation. "None of the 
Protestant churches is full," he said. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Ames have three children, 
Jean, a George Washington University graduate now 
working in Washington; John, a student at that uni
versity; and Andy, an East Hampton High School 
student. Their family also includes a basset hound 
and a 180-pound Newfoundland. 

On Sunday afternoon -at 4, the Rev. Fredrick 
Schulz, the church's pastor emeritus, will speak at 
the installation service which will be conducted by 
the Presbytery of Long Island. Also addressing the 
congregation will be the Rev. Barbara Evans 
Tesorero, the associate pastor of Mr. Ames's former 
parish in Anchorage. Clergy from the South Fork 
Presbyterian Parish and the East Hampton Clericus 
will form the processional. 


